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Nor seas about the shores their arms had thrown;

But earth, and air, and water, were in one.

Thus air was void of light, and earth unstable,

And water's dark abyss unnavigable.                     20

No certain form on any was imprest;

All were confused, and each disturbed the rest:

For hot and cold were in one body fixed;

And soft with hard, and light with heavy, mixed.

But God, or Nature, while they thus contend, 25
To these intestine discords put an end.
Then earth from air, and seas from earth, were

driven,

And grosser air sunk from ethereal heaven.
Thus disembroiled, they take their proper place;
The next of kin contiguously embrace;                 30

And foes are sundered by a larger space.
The force of fire ascended first on high,
And took its dwelling in the vaulted sky.
Then air succeeds, in lightness next to fire,
Whose atoms from unactive earth retire              35

Earth  sinks  beneath, and  draws a numerous

throng,

Of ponderous, thick unwieldy seeds along.
About her coasts unruly waters roar,
And, rising on a ridge, insult the shore.
Thus when the God, whatever God was he,         4<o
Had formed the whole, and made the parts agree,
That no unequal portions might be found,
He moulded earth into a spacious round;
Then, with a breath, he gave the winds to blow.
And bade the congregated waters flow:                 45

He adds the running springs, and standing lakes,
And bounding banks for winding rivers makes.
Some part in earth 'are swallowed up, the most
In ample oceans, disembogued, are lost;
He shades the woods, the valleys he restrains      50
With rocky mountains, and extends the plains.